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March 27, 2024 

 
TO: The Honorable Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair 
 and Members of the House Committee on Finance 

FROM: Alice L. Lee 
 Council Chair 

SUBJECT: HEARING OF MARCH 28, 2024; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB2085, 
SD2, HD1, RELATING TO THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 

 
I support this measure to reestablish the State Fire Marshal position. 

I am providing this testimony in my capacity as an individual member of the Maui 
County Council. 

I support this measure for the following reasons: 

1. This common-sense proposal will provide dedicated support for wildfire 
prevention and allow Hawaiʻi the same protections that already exist in 
every other state in the nation. 

2. A State Fire Marshal would coordinate statewide fire-protection efforts, 
work with State and county officials to enforce the State Fire Code, and 
mitigate wildfire risks. 

3. The August 2023 wildfires resulted in devastating impacts to the lives, 
property, safety, and security of the people of Maui and reestablishing this 
position would be a reasonable and cost-effective step toward protecting 

Hawaiʻi’s residents and visitors from fire loss. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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